What is exactly a China-style world order that Chinese officials and intellectual elites have been recently talking about, and how ready is China for it? An examination of the discourses by major state media for the promotion of China s voice and image abroad, contextualized and enhanced by extensive in-depth interviews, confirms that although China has shifted from the low-profile approach to a more assertive one wanting to change the global order, its verbal challenge and sometimes harsh criticism of the US-led international system is accompanied by an obvious absence of a clear vision of what the new world order should be like. This lack of a clear vision, this paper argues, is due to the fact that the Chinese discourse on world order is still work-inprogress, constrained by internal practices, and Africa is its testing ground for the construction of a discourse that China hopes to be an alternative.
Introduction
An examination from March to April 2011 of the English websites of China Daily and Xinhuanet for the presentation and representation of China-Africa relations is conducted in the context of China s endeavour to build up and enhance its ability to influence other nations. The examination of the two major official outlets for the promotion of China s voice and image abroad reveals emerging discourses from China calling on developing nations for a new global order. It shows that Chinese official media not only aim to guide global views of contemporary Sino-Africa relations, but also attempt to create a discourse on international affairs as an alternative to what is perceived by the Chinese as a Western discourse .
As expected, both China and African countries receive overwhelmingly positive coverage, and negative issues tend to be reported positively. The relationship between China and Africa was portrayed as a mutually beneficial one and based on principles of equal partnership rather than a neo-colonialist attitude. Within expectations as well, they tend to be reports only, with no in-depth analysis. This, according to one interviewee in Beijing is in line with China s general principle of non-interference in dealing with other countries. Another noticeable feature shared by both websites is that media in some African countries is often cited to combat or counteract concerns over Chinese intentions and strategic aims in Africa (e.g., China is welcomed by Africans ; China does not bring harm to Africa ), rather than simply rejecting them.
But most importantly, the examination reveals emerging discourses which call on Africa to change the existing world order. They highlight consensus, common stand and prosperity between the nations, who are urged to move beyond economy to work together on restructuring the world order, including a comprehensive reform of the UN with its Security Council, monetary, diplomatic relations and global politics.
The discourses confirm that China s bilateral relations with countries in Africa indicate a newer, emerging rhetoric of global partnership based on equality. It also means that China continues to identify itself as a developing country. But this time it aligns with them to challenge the West-dominated global order. In so doing, China has shifted away from the low profile approach introduced by Deng Xiaoping in the early reform period to focus national energies on economic growth and domestic stability. We appropriately responded to new challenges in the international arena, actively and responsibly participated in efforts to resolve global issues, and played an important and constructive role in the resolution of issues concerning international and regional hotspots.
Observers of China may question if
With more openness to the world China is no longer content with playing the game created and d efined by the w orld 's ad vanced ind ustrial econom ies, most notably the United States,' (Steinfeld 2010) or to continue to w ork largely 'within the existing international order and conciliated the big powers, (Yan and Sautman 2012) but is keen to have a say in international affairs. To d o that, China greatly increased its investment in the state media to air its views, break the Anglo American monopoly and enhance
China s international influence Organizations such as China Central Television (CCTV),
Xinhua News Agency and People s Daily could reportedly receive up to RMB 15 billion U S billion respectively for ambitious schemes geared toward enhancing China s international influence (Lam 2009 ). For instance, the national flagship media CCTV s efforts to compete with CNN or BBC is obvious in its constant change of names --within a few years, it has changed its name from CCTV-9 to CCTV International, and finally to CCTV News.
Many scholars and observers of China alike have argued that China is becoming more assertive as its interests and capabilities grow (e.g., Callahan 2012: 22; Zhang 2008) .
With an increased sense of confidence, pride and ambition derived from its growing economic and military power, discussions for a Chinese-style world order emerge.
Many Chinese public intellectuals have been publishing books and articles describing It is different from the west-dominated world order, and to challenge the existing world order, China needed not only to increase its level of dealing with the international situation and international affairs, but also to have more influential power in politics (Wang 2012) . This is an indication of the start of a further shift:
Low profile Active participation Challenge
H u Jintao's speech on w orld ord er at the opening cerem ony of the Fifth Ministerial
Conference FOCAC in 2012 show s that China has d efinitely gone beyond active engagem ent w ith the existing ord er to achieve a higher pow er ranking, to actively calling for changing the existing international architecture in the second term of H u -Wen:
In so doing, we have upheld the common interests of developing countries, promoted democracy in international relations, and we are working to make the international order more just and equitable.
Peace development and cooperation remain the trend of our times The unjust and inequitable international political and economic order still affects and hinders world peace and development.
Two things are certain: first, there is recognition and consensus in China that it should move from a low profile to a more confident and assertive approach. Secondly, harmony is the core value in China s vision of the world The questions to ask then are, although the new leadership is well prepared to deal with the international system and its institutions, (Shen 2012) To answer the questions, the author conducts an examination and analysis of Africa Live produced by CCTV Africa in Nairobi CCTV s first overseas news center The programs examined are broadcast on the global English CCTV News and span from 11
January when it was launched to the end of April 2012, when the investigation started.
There are two reasons for choosing Africa Live: first, the shift in China s approach to foreign policies is reflected in its shift from wanting its voice to be heard ( right to speak ) to the power of discourse, (Zhao 2011) Despite the w id espread attention, h ow ever, there is an und er-acknow led ged yet highly im portant point, and that is, w hile reversing established global perceptions of China is a priority, the state m ed ia is also using Africa as a testing ground for its In contrast how ever, quite a few of th e item s are negative reports on the USA. For instance, there is one non -Africa related item on Am erican airliners losing jobs, one critical of the USA's sanctions w hich forced an Angolan State oil com pany to pull out of a $7.5 billion natural gas project in Iran. There is also one on the conflict betw een Egypt and the USA over a travel ban on foreign N GO em ployees in Egypt, tw o on US soldiers killing Afghan citizens, w ith one relating it to Obam a's visit.
The fourth obvious them e running through the new s item s is China's critical view on EU and som e established international practices: four item s on EU's high carbon tax , In ad dition to the above outstand ing them es, there is one noticeable feature, and that is the challenge for the presenter of the program , w ho frequently encounters lib eralm ind ed d iscussants.
Condemnation of Western interventions in African Affairs
In contrast to the Western 'political cond itionalities' and calls for 'good governance', China has stood by the principle of non -interference and non -intervention in its foreign 1. Africa should have its ow n style of d em ocracy rather than copying a Western political system .
2.
A close link betw een elections, revolution and instability.
3.
Related to the second point: stability is im portant for investm ent and econom ic d evelopm ent.
4.
When it com es to reform ing the international system , 'dem ocracy' m eans the rules of the gam e created and defined by the w orld 's ad vanced ind ustrial econom ies, m ost notably the United States, should be changed and all nations should have a say.
In his report at the 18 th N ational Party Congress in 2012, H u Jintao m ad e it clear that China 'should place high im portance on system ic build ing, give full play to the strength of the socialist political system and d raw on the political achievem ents of other societies.
H ow ever, w e w ill never copy a Western political system .' China also supports other as 'US support') the presenter tries to rem ind them they are sold iers rather than sup port to help them .
As the d iscussant goes off into other d irections w ithout answ ering the question w hy
Am erican sold iers are in Ugand a after it announced that it may have found oil, the presenter insists an answ er from him :
I just w ant to revisit the question of strategic interests of the w orld's energy To conclud e, China is trying to build up its challenging pow er, but no substantial content can be found from the d iscourse of a state m ed ia as an alternative to the West.
China is aw are of its lack of experience in playing the global pow er and the lack of a d iscourse that is strong enough to counter the hegem ony of the US-led Western there seem s to be d om estic agreem ent at present to play a m ore confid ent role, China, a global pow er and a d eveloping country at the sam e tim e, is still trying to find its w ay as a great pow er in the international system w hich is itself changing fast.
